


Cultural Forum "DONKULT" was being held in Lviv from 16th to 30th of June. 
  
The forum was organized by the Charitable Foundation "The Depths of Arts" in partnership with 
the Lviv Center for Urban History of East Central Europe and the support of Lviv City Council and 
Lviv Regional Council. 
  
Within the "DONKULT" in Lviv were held 80 events as a part of a large multidisciplinary program 
that was developed in collaboration of artists and researchers from Donbas, Lviv and Kyiv. 
  
The project became a space for communication between East and West, different environments 
and communities of Ukraine. Through public discussions and artistic reflection on the past and 
present of Donbas, the Forum set wider questions relevant to the country in general. 
 



The Lviv forum became the second one dedicated to Donbas, within "The Depths of Arts" project . 
Cultural Forum "DONKULT" held in Kyiv (28.10 - 11.11.2014) was a pilot project of "The Depths of 
Arts" Foundation and had a great public outcry. Then, the events of "DONKULT" were visited by over 
15,000 spectators, it was held 83 events. 
 
"The Depths of Arts" project concept is to intensify cultural dialogue between regions and 
communities by means of culture, to demonstrate the artistic achievements of past and modernity, to 
show the diversity of Ukrainian regions. The project involves a multidisciplinary socio-cultural forums 
on a particular region of Ukraine and their presentation in geographically opposite places of our 
country, forming a single cultural space. 
 
The next initiative of "The Depths of Arts" is the formation of a working group from Galicia 
intended to create a socio-cultural forum that will present their region in eastern Ukraine, namely in 
Kharkiv in the spring of 2016.  
 



Cultural Forum "DONKULT" in Lviv was attended by about 9000 people.  
13 locations were involved in the Forum events, they are the leading cultural centers of the city: 

 

V Cultural and artistic center "Lviv Palace of Arts" 

V Lviv city council (assembly hall) 

V Center for Urban History of East Central Europe 

V Market Square 

V "Dziga" Art Association  

V S. Krushelnytska Lviv National Academic Theatre of Opera and Ballet  

V Lviv Philharmonic 

V M. Lysenko Lviv National Music Academy 

V L. Ukrainka Lviv Drama Theatre  

V First Ukrainian Theater for Children and Youth 

V "Maisternya Mista" in the St. Theodore Square  

V Library ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ Ѕмф ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Symonenko 10 str.  

V ζDetenpylaη Gallery 

 
Two-week Forum brought together over 350 participants from the Eastern region, Lviv, Kyiv, and other 
cities in Ukraine, Europe and the United States. 
 



The opening of the Cultural Forum "DONKULT" was preceded by a press conference. 
  
Its participants:  
Olga Sagaidak ς project manager, co-founder of "The Depths of Arts" Foundation; Irina Magdysh ς Head of the 
Departure of Culture of the Lviv City Council; Vladislav Troitsky ς director of the "Dakh" Modern Art Center; Yuri 
Hnatkovsky ς Director of Lviv Palace of Arts; Irina Matsevko ς lectures and discussion programs curator, deputy director 
of the Center for Urban History of East Central Europe; Hiroaki Kuromiya ς professor of history at Indiana University 
(USA), researcher of Donbass; Forum Curators ς Oksana Barshynova, Natalia Vorozhbyt, Lyubov Yakymchuk, Lyubov 
Morozova, Zoya Zvynyatskivska, Maria Voronchuk, Lizaveta German. 



As part of the "DONKULT" 
Cultural Forum there were 
implemented the following 

programs: 



The Great Exhibition of Fine Arts was held in Lviv Palace of Arts and became a visualization of discussion about the 
history and culture of Donbas, complex research of the "miner's edge", its multi-layer, ambiguity and diversity. The 
exhibition brought together about 150 pieces of painting, graphics, sculpture, installation, photography and video 
art from museum collections, private collections and artists workshops. The curators activated the great artistic 
material from the classics of social realism and informal art (S. Grigoriev, V. Zaretsky, S. Parajanov, V. Horenko, G. 
Tyszkiewicz, B. Bauer et al.) to the works of modern artists (M. Kulykivska K. Gnylytska, A. Salmanov, R. Minin, A. 
Savadov, V. Maruschenko et al.). 

Visual program 

Curators: 
Oksana Barshynova 
Art historian, head of the Research Department of Art of XX ς XXI c. of National Art 
Museum of Ukraine.  Lecturer on the Department of Art Theory and History of the 
National Academy of Art and Architecture.  Author of articles on the history of art of the 
second half of the twentieth century and contemporary art. The curator of exhibitions at 
the museum: "Ukrainian New Wave", "Race Against Time", personal projects of Ukrainian 
artists and others. 
 
Dmitry Holets  

rst  historian, expert of the auction house "Korners."  The curator of the exhibition 
"Mykhailo Tkachenko.  150 years of the birth" and author-compiler of the monograph 
"Mykhailo S. Tkachenko  1860 - 1916" (Kyiv, 2010). Co-curator of the two exhibitions 
"Russian and Ukrainian Art from Private Collections" (Kyiv National Museum of 
Russian Art, 2003, 2004) and the exhibition "Sergiy Szyszko" ("Spiritual Treasures of 
Ukraine" Museum, 2006). 
 





Curator: 
Irina Matsevko 
Historian, Deputy Director of the Centre for Urban History 
(Lviv). Head of academic and scholarship programs, 
community projects coordinator of the Centre.  

 

Lecture-discussion program 

Organizers:  
Center for Urban History (Lviv)  
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (Edmonton)  
"The Depths of Arts" Charitable Fond (Kyiv)  
 
Supported by:  
Representation I9LbwL/I .m[[ {¢LC¢¦bD όKyiv)  
Polish Institute in Kyiv 

 / 18 events /  

The program joined several formats: 
 
public lectures looked at Donbas of XIX ς XX centuries from the perspective of workers, urban 
history and transformations of border areas; 
discussions and roundtables attracted experts from different fields and countries to discuss 
topical issues and current challenges, rethinking what is this region, its past, heritage and the 
current situation; 
the meetings invited to converse historians and sociologists for whom Donbas became subject of 
years of research and contemporary reflections. 



  
Keynote lecture was held on the opening day of the Forum session in the Great Hall of the Lviv City Council ς the 
famous American professor, Donbas researcher Hiroaki Kuromiya spoke about the historical ways of Eastern Ukraine 
and ways of analyzing the current situation in the region.  

 
Among the lecturers and experts were: 

 

VDaniel J. Valkovits (USA) 

VJean-Louis de Laet (Belgium) 

VMarta Studenna-Skrukwa (Poland) 

VDagmar Kift (Germany) 

VTatiana Zhurzhenko (Austria) 

VSerhy Yekelchyk (Canada)  

VVladimir Kulikov (Kharkiv) 

VElena Styazhkina (Donetsk) 

VStanislav Fedorchuk (Donetsk) 

VNani Hohohiya (Luhansk) 

VXenia Pantyuk (Donetsk). 

The program also held: 
 
Vscreenings of documentary chronicles about 

industrial cities of Ukraine, 
 

Vstreet historical exhibition near the Lviv City 
Hall "Work, Depletion and Success. Cities-
Corporations in Donbas ά 
 

V theatrical performance "Granary" and its 
discussion in a historical perspective. 





Theatre program 

 / 11 events /  

 
Theatre program began in Lviv Opera House from the new opera "Coriolanus" on the play by William Shakespeare 
(premiere performances took place on November 29, 2014 in Kiev and was one of the main theatrical events of the 
season). Director and project leader Vlad Troitsky compares the events of Shakespeare's tragedy with the events in 
Ukraine today. Experimental directorial and musical findings, innovative art tools and stage treatment combined with 
classic space structures.  
 
The program reflected the current transformations taking place in Ukrainian society. The play "The fear in Ukraine", 
which became today's sketch of Ukraine "On Fire" created by Georg Genoux ς German director, co-founder of the 
opposition experimental theater "Teatr.doc" (Moscow), which since 2014 worked a lot on Donbas.  
 

Curator: 
Natalia Vorozhbit  
Playwright, writer and curator. Performances were held in such theaters as Franko National Academic 
Drama Theatre (Ukraine), RoyalCourtTheatre, RoyalShakespeareTheatre (Britain), Meyerhold Center and 
the Center for Contemporary Drama and Directing (Moscow) and many others. Participant of 
international festivals and residences. The curator of the festival "Week of Actual Play," playwright of the 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ζMaidan's Blogs", "Mykolaivka", cooperates with volunteer organization "New Donbas" and 
others. 
 



  
V The play "Granary"  

by Andriy Prikhodko (Kyiv) ς director  
Natalia Vorozhbyt (Kyiv) ς playwright.  
The play was written in 2009 by order of the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre in the UK. In April 2014, Ukrainian premier was held in 
Lviv. The play is dedicated to one of the worst tragedies of the 
Ukrainian history ς the Holodomor.  
Discussion after the performance "Past on Stage": about the 
reflection on the complex history of the theater 
 

V The play "Dream" after the poem of T. Shevchenko.  
After the performance ς the audience dialogue with the actors 
and Olexa Kravchuk, director of the Lugansk Academic Puppet 
Theater (Lviv) ς director 
 

  
VMonoperformance "Ivanka's Revelations" (sketches at the 

beginning of war).  
Analects from the book of Mary Matios "Mother of God 
Shoes" Chamber Theatre "Zhuky" (Donetsk) 
Evgeniy Chystokletov (Donetsk - Lviv) ς director  
Olga Chystokletova (Donetsk - Lviv) ς actor performance 
 

VMonoperformance ζt9w{hb![ W9{¦{η criminal-parable 
stories by Sergei Zhadan works   
Chamber Theatre "Zhuky" (Donetsk)  
Evgeniy Chystokletov (Donetsk - Lviv) ς actor, directorͫ ͔ͪ 

  

Other program events: 

One of the joint projects of the German playwright and Natalia Vorozhbyt was documentary performance 
"Mykolaivka" , where the children, pupils of 9 ς 11 grades who survived the bombing of their town in Donetsk 
region, were the authors and performers of their frank, deep, talented monologues. During the Forum, director 
Georg Genoux and psychologist Olexiy Karachynskyi also worked with immigrants from the East, now living in 
LvivΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  ζworkinprogressη ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƛƴ the documentary play 
"Immigrant's Theater". 
 



V Monoperformance "ATO"  
Andriy May (Kyiv) ς director Elvin 
Rzayev (Kyiv) ς actor 

VMonoperformance "The Black Bird with a White 
Distinction of Death" dedicated to Vasyl Stus.  
Petro Mironov (Kyiv) ς actor, director. 


